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As a manufacturer, your pressures are not only continual – they’re mounting. Your  
industry is changing. Your customers’ requirements are evolving. And your supply 
chain is adjusting, so it can compete in today’s environment. In the middle of all this, 
more is being demanded of you and your entire organization.

You must address these obstacles to help your company compete and meet its �nancial objectives. At PTC we hear  
manufacturers grappling with these and other dilemmas every day:

How can I help my company execute against its business initiatives › ?

How do I sustain our delivery of high-quality products, but at a lower cost › ?

How can I consider new product ideas and increase my product portfolio without escalating costs   ›
and damaging delivery schedules?

How do I generate greater productivity, innovation and teamwork from my product development team › ?

How should I best coordinate multi-site, cross-functional teams that span 12 time zones › ?

How do I ensure compliance with corporate standards and procedures, given an ever-changing team   ›
and a continually restructuring enterprise?

How can I safeguard my company by ensuring timely compliance with regulatory bodies › ?

Windchill can help. As an integral component of PTC�s Product Development System, Windchill manages all product  
content and business processes throughout the product lifecycle. And it has a robust, high-performing architecture to help 
you today, and to prepare you for tomorrow�s uncertainties.

Windchill
®

Better products. More products. Faster. At lower cost.





Designed to Support Today�s Globally  
Distributed Product Development Environment

“We now have a system in place that enables 

us to truly collaborate on designs on a global 

level through the increase in commonality 

across multiple sites, the collaboration capa-

bilities and through global visualization.”

GE Healthcare Clinical Systems

Windchill is the only Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solution that was designed 
from the ground up to work in an Internet-based, distributed design environment. 
Whether you need core product data management capabilities, optimization of processes 
to meet industry-speci�c requirements, or support for global product development, 
Windchill uniquely has the capabilities you need to effectively manage global product 
development teams.

Workflow

Windchill can play an important role in increasing a company�s competitiveness by allowing 
continuous improvements and automation of business processes and procedures. Work�ows 
are de�ned easily and quickly using the Windchill graphical process editor. Once a work�ow is 
initiated, tasks are automatically distributed to both internal and external participants. And, by 
visually monitoring and managing work�ow processes, managers can reassign tasks to balance 
workload or relieve bottlenecks.

Lifecycle Management

In order to manage how information matures over time, each development phase within the 
�life� of a part, component or other related content can be de�ned within Windchill, along with 
the gating conditions that must be satis�ed to advance to the next step. Such transitions can be 
automatically controlled by associating work�ow processes with lifecycle phases and gates, 
thus delivering large productivity gains.

Configuration Management

Windchill provides a systematic approach for con�guring, managing and reusing product 
structures, and associating them with the correct content, such as CAD �les, documentation, 
calculations and illustrations, accommodating any level of data granularity. Windchill has the 
ability to create different con�guration views (as-designed, as-planned, and as-maintained),  
as well as �exible and powerful capabilities to de�ne serialized parts, alternates, substitutes 
and effectivity criteria.

Security

Windchill provides the critical ability to de�ne, implement and manage �exible access control 
policies, ensuring that only the appropriate users and groups have access to content within a 
domain at a particular lifecycle stage. Windchill can use HTTPS to provide an ef�cient and secure 
communication protocol. And, Windchill features multiple levels of security, including user, product 
and �le levels, which are essential in managing the activities of a large, dispersed team.

Architecture

All Windchill products are integral, sharing a common database schema, business objects,  
process models and Web-based user interface, including single login. The pure Internet architecture 
of Windchill is built upon industry standards that can support users from various departments 
within the company, as well as external users, such as suppliers, partners and customer com-
munities. And the Windchill architecture is also interoperable, enabling the seamless sharing of 
product content and processes with other authoring applications and enterprise systems, such 
as ERP, SCM and CRM.

“Windchill has added value for growth and 

profitability by allowing us to improve 

control over product information, reduce the 

number of transfer errors, and reduce cycle 

time for changes and approvals.”

HannStar Display
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